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Introduction
Listen up! Dig deep! Jesus had a lot to say. And those who listened discovered a treasure in his words.

At first, Jesus’ parables seem simple. Of course we know that the type of soil in which seeds are 
sown is important for plants to grow, but what does that have to do with us? And if someone asked us 
for food, we wouldn’t be rude and give a stone instead! Or, what if we lost something important to us? 
Of course we would look high and low and celebrate when it was found.

It turns out, however, that the parables have a greater meaning beyond what we first see. So come 
along, listen, and dig deeper for the treasures of the kingdom of heaven!

The five sessions in this curriculum match the interests and developmental levels of children ages 
4–5. Each session plan includes the day’s Scripture, Bible background, purpose statement, and Bible 
memory passage. Read it so that you are familiar with the focus of the day, and understand how it 
relates to the games, crafts, songs, snacks, and other activities in each session.

Allow for flexibility as you set up the area and organize the time. While some children can engage 
in stories and activities for a longer period, others have shorter attention spans and will need to move 
their active bodies. Wherever possible, provide opportunities for the children to move around between 
activities. Organize the space to accommodate the different needs and interests of children. Invite 
youth and adults to help you with the children, especially during snack, craft, and game times.

Schedule
The Digging for Treasure K–5 VBS program is structured for a 2-hour-and-15-minute period of time, 
but some programs may be longer or shorter depending on the amount of time available. Check with 
the VBS Director to know how long each day will be.

The Early Childhood curriculum has plenty of ideas for a 2-hour-and-15-minute program, but you 
may need to be flexible when planning, should the length be different. Choose activities best suited for 
your schedule, space, and the children attending vacation Bible school.

Worship options
The Digging for Treasure K–5 VBS program includes a worship session, along with a drama that 
illustrates the day’s parable. Though worship and dramas are intended for older children, they are 
also appropriate for this age group. If you choose to attend worship with the larger group, talk about 
worship and the dramas to be sure the young children understand them. You may also want to shorten 
other parts of the Early Childhood session.
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Room arrangement
Early childhood–aged children like to move around while they learn. Prepare the room to allow for 
movement from one area to another so that young children are engaged in their learning experience.

• Quiet time area: Depending on the time of day for your Bible school, the children may need a 
time for rest. Having some comfort items available, such as blankets or pillows, can be helpful 
for the children. If you find that your children are having a hard time focusing on activities or 
the story, it may be helpful to have them rest for a short time. This gives them a little space to 
unwind and slow down their heart rate. They often arise from a short rest ready to engage, with 
more focus. The quiet time area may also be used for a short rest after eating the snack.

• Story time area: Create a comfortable space with a carpet or rug, and in addition, have a small 
carpet square or a piece of fabric for each child to sit on. This helps the children have a con-
tained area, which limits distractions and negative interaction with others. It’s important for pre-
schoolers and VBS leaders to connect, so arrange a story area that is comfortable and relaxed.

• Free play area: As children arrive, finish activities, or wait for an adult to pick them up at the 
end of the day, they may spend time in this area. Provide activities that allow for interactive as 
well as individual play. Ideas include, but are not limited to, a kitchen area, play clothes, puzzle 
station, free draw area with paper and crayons, reading area with floor pillows, and building 
area. Since children vary in capacity at this age, especially for craft projects, it is good to be able 
to free children to play on their own.

In addition, if space is available, set up areas for the following:
• Gathering and sending time: area with carpet or a rug where children can sit (can also be the 

story time area)
• Craft activities: table where children can create things
• Movement: large space designated to play games and do movements; some activities are suitable 

for outdoors
• Snack: table where children can enjoy their snacks (can also be the creative activities table)

Visuals are important for early childhood–aged children. Make the space lively and inviting. Think 
about how to use the treasure theme around the areas. Here are some ideas:

• Cover the door to the room in gold or tan paper to make it look like a treasure chest.
• Enlarge the name tag template (p. 42) and attach one to the door for each child, along with 

children’s names.
• Make a “Things We Treasure” collage, providing a large sheet of paper where children can 

draw or attach pictures of things they treasure (people who are important to them, places they 
like to go, things that make them feel comfortable).

• Have magnifying glasses on hand so that children can take a look at treasures they find.
• Make treasure chests out of boxes for children to explore.

• Outdoor treasure chest: rock, leaf, stick, dirt in a bag, grass stems, flower
• Bedtime treasure chest: storybook, pillow, stuffed animal, blanket
• Kitchen treasure chest: plastic plate and cup, napkin, toy food

• Other ways to decorate with a treasure theme:
• Incorporate shovels or wheelbarrows into your decor.
• Search online for “treasure decorations” or “treasure hunt party” for ideas and supplies.
• Set up a sandbox, possibly with trowels for digging and items hidden in the sand.SA
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Storytelling
Practice the Bible stories before presenting them to the 
children. Each story uses props; keep the props available 
so that children can play with them and retell the story 
after hearing it.

A storytelling cloth is used each day. This can be any 
piece of fabric, such as a towel, sheet, or even a hand-
kerchief. The storytelling cloth is used to signal that it is 
time to listen to the Bible story, and it provides a space 
for the children to focus on.

Story figures are used each day. You can make simple 
figures by drawing faces on wooden clothespins, or 
cut paper towel rolls in half and draw faces on them. 
You may add pieces of fabric and yarn for hair. Some 
churches may have wooden story figures that are used 
during Sunday school; perhaps they would be available 
for VBS as well.

 As the Early Childhood vacation Bible school 
leader, you have a lot of things to prepare. To ease 
your preparations, find a youth or adult who is 
artistic to make creative story figures.

Storytelling props
• Day 1: storytelling cloth, story figures, small 

gift bag with a paper with the words “Know the 
secrets of heaven” inside, picture of eyes, picture 
of ears

• Day 2: storytelling cloth, story figures, ribbon
• Day 3: storytelling cloth, story figures, yeast on a 

plate
• Day 4: storytelling cloth, story figures, blocks
• Day 5: storytelling cloth; story figures; pictures of 

a fish, snake, egg, and bug

Activities
Crafts, games, and ideas are offered each day as a way 
for children to respond to the Bible story. Numerous 
activities are suggested, and you will need to choose what 
you can do with the time and space available. Feel free to 
adapt activities to meet the needs of the leaders, children, 
and space. You may do activities as one large group or in 
smaller groups. Be sure to ask several youth and adults 
to help, especially to make sure children understand 
directions, and to help cut and glue as needed for craft 
projects.

Create a signal that it is time to end activities and 
as a way to show that it is time to gather as a group. A 
simple clapping rhythm will get the children’s attention; 
invite them to repeat the clap after you.

Leader: clap-clap-clap, clap, clap
Children: repeat pattern
Take time to teach this on Day 1, and use it as many 

times as needed to gather the children together. You can 
have children gather in a particular space, or stop what 
they are doing and wait for more directions.

My Book of Stories
My Book of Stories is an important part of each day. It 
retells the Bible story and offers activities that go along 
with the Bible stories. If possible, have My Book of 
Stories on hand for every child, as well as a few extra in 
case there are visitors.
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Name tags
See next page for a Digging for Treasure name tag tem-
plate. Copy one for each child, plus a few extra in case 
there are any visitors. Help children write their names 
on their name tags, and provide stickers and crayons so 
that children can decorate them.

Name tags can be fastened to shirts with safety pins 
or tape. Or you may want to punch a hole through the 
name tags and string them with yarn so that they can 
hang around the children’s necks.

Collect the name tags at the end of each day so that 
they can be reused throughout vacation Bible school. 
Send them home with the children on the last day.

Snack
Snack suggestions are included in each day’s plan. You 
may use one of these suggestions or plan your own 
snacks. Invite youth and adults who are not working di-
rectly with the children to prepare the snacks and clean 
up afterward. Have napkins or small plates on hand, as 
well as cups for juice or water. Make sure children either 
wash their hands or use hand sanitizer before eating.

As you begin snack time, offer a prayer of thanks 
to God. You may want to say a simple prayer such as: 
Thank you, Jesus, for the food. Thank you for being 
with us during vacation Bible school. Amen. Or may-
be your parish has a favorite spoken or sung prayer 
the children can repeat together. You may also wish to 
let the children lead prayer, saying prayers they have 
learned at home or making up their own prayers.

Be aware of children with gluten intolerance or nut 
or other allergies. Have alternative foods on hand if 
necessary.

Include a quiet time after the snack for children to 
rest. Be sure to provide blankets, pillows, or towels for 
resting on the floor.

Music
Music is an important part of vacation Bible school, so 
be sure to have the Digging for Treasure music collec-
tion and songbook on hand. Sing some songs every day 
so that the children become familiar with them.

In addition to the suggested times, play music as chil-
dren enter the meeting space, and as they leave.

Bible memory
The same memory verse will be said each day so that by 
the end of vacation Bible school, the children will know 
the verse. Motions will help the children learn it.

Let us (open arms wide)
love (cross arms across chest)
one another, (open arms wide)
because love (cross arms across chest)
is from God. (point up)

 Let us love one another, because love is from 
God. —1 John 4:7a
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Color nametags are available in the Digging for Treasure downloads and on the resource CD.
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Offering project
Digging for Treasure includes an offering project suggestion to Heifer International, an organization which works 
with communities to end world hunger and poverty and care for the earth. Children will be excited that as they are 
learning parables involving farmers, bread bakers, seeds, and sheep, they can help small-scale farmers in developing 
countries to feed their families by becoming more self-sufficient. Like the shepherd who found his sheep and the 
woman who found her lost coin, the children can celebrate their gift of generosity which will help other families to 
help themselves.

Of course, feel free to choose another recipient for donated funds, perhaps Catholic Relief Services, Catholic Chari-
ties, or a ministry your parish is already connected to and supports.   

Heifer International 
Dan West was a Christian farmer from the Midwest 
who went to the front lines of the Spanish Civil War as 
an aid worker. His mission was to provide relief, but he 
soon discovered the meager single cup of milk rationed 
to the weary refugees once a day was not enough.
And then he had a thought: What if they had not a cup, 
but a cow? That “teach a man to fish” philosophy is 
what drove West to found Heifer International.  

Now, nearly 70 years later, that philosophy still 
inspires Heifer’s work to end world hunger and pov-
erty. Giving an animal is like giving someone a small 
business, providing wool, milk, eggs and more. Animal 
donations can provide families a hand up, increasing 
access to medicine, school, food and a sustainable liveli-
hood. As little as $20 will provide a flock of baby chicks 
to one family. More than that can buy goats, sheep, 
honeybees, ducks, rabbits, cows and more. Your VBS 
can choose how many and which animals to gift based 
on the week’s donation. 

The core of Heifer’s model is “Passing on the Gift.” 
This means families share the training they receive, and 
pass on the first female offspring of their livestock to an-
other family. This extends the impact of the original gift, 
allowing a once impoverished family to become donors 
and full participants in improving their communities. 

Go to http://www.heifer.org/gift-catalog to see all the 
possible options for your donation.

You may want to show the children the two minute 
video clip on Heifer’s website to help them understand 
how gifting animals to families in need helps them. 
 To make your donation, go to Heifer.org and 
click on “Donate.”

Offering visuals
Plan a visual way to recognize the amount of money 
contributed during VBS. Be sure to update the visual 
each day and point out to the children the progress that 
is made. Be sure to thank children for their generosity!

Here are some ideas for an offering visual:
• Create a treasure chest that reveals the amount 

of money contributed. Take a box and paint it to 
look like a chest. Add a large paper coin or small 
“jeweled” stone to the chest to represent a certain 
amount of money. Or use a transparent container 
for the coins or stones.

• Draw and cut out paper animals representing 
the animals you can gift with the particular 
amount of money donated. Attach the animals 
to the wall to show how much money has been 
contributed.

• Another way to represent something small getting 
larger is to cut strips of paper and make a chain. 
Each link will represent a set amount of money.
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Day 1

It’s a Secret
Bible background
Jesus sometimes told stories in the form of parables. Parables use common 
objects and concepts to point toward a deeper meaning. Today’s text is a 
brief introduction as to why Jesus spoke this way. And just as the parables 
themselves need to be unpacked to become clear, so too today’s texts need 
to be unpacked.

The parables seem a bit mysterious. The reason Jesus gives for speaking 
in parables seems equally mysterious: “To you it has been given to know the 
secrets of the kingdom of heaven.”

The verses between today’s texts follow this comment by noting that 
some people see and hear, but they don’t understand. However, at the end of 
today’s text, Jesus adds, “Blessed are your eyes, for they see, and your ears, 
for they hear.”

What does all this mean? What do eyes and ears and the kingdom of 
heaven have to do with stories about everyday items?

Just as the everyday items are with us, so the kingdom of heaven is here 
among us. Though at first it might not have been apparent to those around 
Jesus, if they watched and listened, they would have seen that the kingdom 
of heaven was not only present, but also growing. Just as the parables are 
not understood at the first hearing, so the kingdom of heaven is not always 
understood or visible to those who may be searching for it.

The kingdom of heaven did not arrive with all the pomp and circum-
stance that the people of Jesus’ day expected. Instead, it arrived in a humble 
way. Though it began small, it would become so large that it would offer 
salvation and eternal life to those who believed. All people needed to do to 
notice was to open their eyes and their ears. The secrets of the kingdom of 
heaven have been given. God will help people understand.

Today’s texts will encourage children to notice what is around them so 
that they can better understand what Jesus said. They too can unlock the 
mysteries of the kingdom of heaven if they notice the way people around 
them follow Jesus. Do they hear kind words spoken? Do they see caring 
gestures from one person to another?

As a leader, you have the honor of helping children see and hear the king-
dom of heaven around them. Take a moment to ask for God’s help as you 
lead vacation Bible school.

Today’s Bible experience
Matthew 13:10-11a, 16

Purpose statement
God will help us understand.

Summary
The disciples ask Jesus why he 
speaks in parables, and Jesus ex-
plains that it is so they can know the 
secrets of the kingdom of heaven.

Bible memory
Let us love one another, because 
love is from God. —1 John 4:7a
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Advance preparation
Supplies

• Bible
• Name tags (p. 6), stickers, crayons, safety pins, tape
• Digging for Treasure music collection, songbook, and music player
• My Book of Stories (one per child)
• Storytelling props: storytelling cloth, story figures, small gift bag with a paper with the words 

“Know the secrets of heaven” inside, picture of eyes, picture of ears
• Box with removable lid, wrapped with wrapping paper
• Two balls of similar size: place one inside the box, and wrap the second one in wrapping paper 

in such a way that it is clear it is a ball
• Snack, juice or water, cups
• Napkins or small plates
• Hand sanitizer or wet wipes

Preparation
1. Pray for the leaders and the children who will participate in Bible school today.
2. Prepare items for snack (p. 13).
3. Choose activities from pages 13–15 and gather necessary materials and supplies. Some of the 

activities require advance preparation. If a craft will be made, be sure to make one in advance 
so that you understand the directions. It will also be a sample to show the children what they 
will make.

4. Create name tags that can be pinned or taped to children’s shirts, or punch a hole through the 
name tag and string with yarn to create a necklace.

5. Practice telling the Bible story with the props (p. 11).
6. Use wrapping paper to wrap a box; be sure it has a removable lid. Wrap one of the balls so 

that it is obvious that it is a ball.

Group experience
Gathering

1. Play the Digging for Treasure music collection as background music as the children arrive.
2. Greet the children and welcome them to Bible school as they enter the room. Give each child a 

name tag and help them print their name on the tags. Invite children to decorate their name tag 
with stickers or crayons. Pin or tape the name tags to clothing, or place them around children’s 
necks if name tags are strung with yarn. Make sure adults wear name tags too.

3. Invite children to sit in a circle on the floor in the story area. Introduce yourself and share one 
food you like to eat. Go around the circle and invite children to say their names, along with a 
favorite food. Welcome everyone to the first day of vacation Bible school!
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4. Sing together a song from the Digging for Treasure music collection and songbook.
5. Introduce the offering project and let children know that you will collect an offering each day 

(p. 7). Be sure they understand the offering project so that they know what they are contributing 
toward. If you join the older children for worship, the offering project will be explained and 
collected there.

Bible story
1. Gather in the story area if you are not already there. Show children the wrapped box and the 

wrapped ball. Invite children to guess what is inside the wrapping paper (a ball). Next, invite 
children to guess what is inside the wrapped box. After opening it, talk about how hard it was 
to guess what was inside the box. The box made it more difficult to guess, but the ball that was 
wrapped in paper was easier to guess.

2. Explain that Jesus had people who followed him, called the disciples. Jesus taught his disci-
ples many things. He wanted the disciples to understand, and so he used stories to help teach 
them. Say:

Remember how I showed you the box with the ball inside? It was hard to know what was inside 
the box. But when you saw the ball all wrapped up in paper, you knew right away that it was 
a ball.

Explain that Jesus wants us to understand his stories so we know how to better follow him. 
Sometimes it feels like we need to unwrap his stories to find out what is really inside them!

3. Explain that Jesus’ stories are called parables, and during vacation Bible school, we will hear 
lots of parables. Because parables is a new word for the children, invite them to repeat it after 
you several times.

4. Ask the children if anyone has ever told them a secret. Have they every told anyone a secret? 
Do they like knowing a secret? Say:

Jesus has a secret for you, which we will discover in the Bible story for today.

Open your Bible to Matthew 13 and show children where the story is found.
5. Bible story: Matthew 13:10-11a, 16.

(Open the storytelling cloth and place the Jesus story figure on it. Place disciple figures in a 
group next to Jesus. Move the figures closer to each other as you begin the story.)

Then the disciples came and asked him, “Why do you speak in parables?”
Jesus said to them (pull paper from the gift bag), “Because you get to know the secrets of the 

kingdom of heaven.”
(Show the picture of the eyes.) “Blessed are your eyes, for they see.” (Invite children to point 

to their eyes.)
(Show the picture of the ear.) “Blessed are your ears, for they hear.” (Invite children to point 

to their ears.)

 Jesus blesses our ears and eyes. He said this because that’s how we hear and see. But 
what if somebody can’t hear or see very well? Tell children that Jesus wants us to pay at-
tention with all our senses. We can touch things, and taste things, and smell things to learn 
about them. No matter how eyes and ears work, we can still find ways to pay attention to 
God’s Word.
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Responding to the Bible story
1. Give children time to think about the story by asking some of the following questions. The 

children may share their responses or think quietly.
• I wonder if the disciples understood what Jesus said.
• I wonder if the disciples thought Jesus was silly when he told them they had eyes to see and 

ears to hear.
• I wonder if you can use your eyes to see Jesus.
• I wonder if you can use your ears to hear Jesus.

2. Pray. Explain to the children that when people talk with God, it is called praying. Demonstrate 
that when people pray, they sometimes fold their hands and close their eyes. Pray:

Thank you, Jesus, for giving us the secrets of the kingdom of heaven. Bless our eyes and bless our 
ears. Amen.

3. Introduce the Bible memory verse, 1 John 4:7a. Show the children where the verse is found 
in the Bible. Say it to them, then have the children repeat it after you. Invite the children to do 
the motions.

Let us (open arms wide)
love (cross arms across chest)
one another, (open arms wide)
because love (cross arms across chest)
is from God. (point up)

Digging for Treasure activities
1. Choose several activities from pages 13–15. Be sure to include a snack during this time, and 

consider activities that best suit your group, space, and schedule. Prepare for the activities in 
advance, and have youth or adults ready to help.

2. When it is time to clean up, clap a rhythm to signal that it is time to put things away. Have chil-
dren repeat the pattern to show that they heard and understand the signal. Here is a suggestion:

Leader: clap-clap-clap, clap, clap
Children: repeat pattern
Demonstrate your expectations for putting away supplies and cleaning the area. Make sure 

names are on projects, and put them in a safe place so they can be taken home.

Sending
1. Gather in the story area. Let the children know that each day they will learn a new parable that 

Jesus told his disciples. Every day there will be a new secret to learn, a new treasure to uncover. 
What is today’s secret? What treasure have we uncovered? God will help us understand things 
about the kingdom of heaven!

2. Give this blessing to the children as they leave:

Bless the eyes and the ears of the children so that they may see and hear God.

3. Collect name tags to use in the next session.
4. Let the children know you enjoyed getting to know them and you look forward to seeing 

them on Day 2 of vacation Bible school.

SA
M

PLE
 - 

D
O

 N
O

T 
R

EPR
O

D
U

C
E



13

Digging for Treasure activities
Crafts
1. What Is the Message?
Materials

• White paper
• White crayons
• Watercolor paint or poster paint, watered down
• Paintbrushes
• Painting smocks
• Newspaper

In preparation, cover the work space with newspaper. 
Children should wear paint smocks.

Have the children use the white crayons to draw 
pictures on the white paper. The drawings will not be 
visible. Demonstrate how to paint over their pictures. 
The drawings will appear!

Talk about the drawings being a mystery, or a 
treasure, that needed to be revealed. Sometimes we 
are not always able to see things right away and need 
to wait until it is revealed to us. Sometimes we do not 
understand things that Jesus said right away, but we can 
eventually understand.

2. Sifting Sand Treasures
Materials

• Sandbox filled with sand
• Small items (treasures) to hide in sand, such as 

stickers, shiny stones, or other items (one item per 
child)

• Sand shovels
• Screens or other sifters

In preparation, hide the treasures inside the sandbox.
Demonstrate how to use the sand shovels to scoop 

sand onto a screen and shake the screen in order to find 
treasures. After children find the treasures, they can 
be creative and use the sand to build treasures in the 
sandbox.

My Book of Stories activity
Turn to page 2 of My Book of Stories. What do we see? 
What do we hear? Draw lines from the ears to things 
we hear. Draw lines from the eyes to things we hear. 
Some pictures are things we both hear and see. Color 
the page.

Snack
(choose one option)

1. Surprise muffins. Ahead of time, bake muffins 
with jam in the center.

2. Sandwiches. Prepare simple sandwiches, using 
cookie cutters to give them shapes. What are their 
surprise fillings? Use peanut butter with raisins 
added only in the center, or jam with marshmal-
lows added only in the center.

3. Ice cream cones. Fill ice cream cones with small 
treats, such as fruit snacks, candies, or trail mix. 
Frost over the top and give each child a spoon to 
dig for the treasure in the cone.

 Be aware of children with lactose or gluten in-
tolerance or nut or other allergies. Have alternative 
foods on hand if necessary.

 Provide hand sanitizer for children to use before 
eating, or have them wash their hands.

SA
M

PLE
 - 

D
O

 N
O

T 
R

EPR
O

D
U

C
E



14

3. Make a Face
Materials

• White paper plates
• Construction paper cut into rabbit ears (template 

on p. 16)
• Construction paper cut into eyes (or use googly 

eyes) (template on p. 16)
• Glue
• Crayons

In preparation, make a pair of rabbit ears and eyes for 
each person, using the templates at the back of this 
guide. Make sure that there are extra adults who can 
help with gluing.

Demonstrate how to glue the ears to the top of the 
paper plate, and how to glue on the eyes. Children may 
decorate their rabbits as they wish.

Remind children how important it is to use our ears 
and eyes to learn about the treasures in the parables.

Games and movements
1. Pass the Secret
Materials

• Several objects easily identified by touch (toy car, 
ball, block, unsharpened pencil, banana, etc.)

Have children sit in a circle and put their hands behind 
their backs. Tell them that they are going to feel some-
thing but that they should not say what it is because it 
is a secret item. Walk around the outside of the circle, 
placing the item in a child’s hands. Allow time to feel 
it; continue until everyone has felt the item and then 
allow time for children to call out their guesses of what 
it is. Did everyone figure out the secret object? Repeat 
with several different things, each one trickier than the 
previous one.

2. Finding the Story Clues
Materials

• Fill three or more bags with items, with each bag 
telling its own story. Here are some ideas:

• Going to school: shoes, pants or skirt, shirt, 
school bag or backpack

• Going to swim: swimsuit, beach ball, flip-flops, 
beach towel

• Going on vacation: suitcase, map, travel mug

In preparation, hide the bags around the room.
Have children go on a hunt to find the bags. As they 

gather them, ask questions such as “I wonder what the 
clues will tell us?”; “Do you know what the items inside 
the bags mean?”; “Who do these things belong to?”; 
“What will these clues tell us?”

When all the bags have been found and the objects 
displayed, help the children discover the story of the 
clues.
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3. Find the Treasure
Materials

• Objects to make a simple obstacle course (table, 
chairs, hula hoop, large box, broom, etc.)

• Bible, marked at the memory verse 1 John 4:7a
• Treasure chest or box

In preparation, place the Bible in the treasure chest and 
set it at the end of the course. Create a simple obstacle 
course. If using the objects noted in the materials list, 
here’s one way to go through a course: crawl under-
neath the table, weave around three chairs, jump in and 
out of the hula hoop, crawl through a large box, and 
jump over a broom.

Lead the children through the obstacle course. Sever-
al adults will need to help make sure children remember 
what to do at each point. When everyone arrives at the 
end of the course, show the treasure chest. What could 
be inside? Open it to find the Bible, God’s Word to us. 
Open the Bible and read the memory verse. Share that 
God loves us, and that is something we can treasure!

Book list
 You may want to read to children or have them 
look at books, depending on how much time is 
available. This list offers suggestions that fit the 
session’s themes. You are welcome to find other 
books as well.

• Henkes, Kevin. Waiting. New York: HarperCol-
lins, 2015.

• Hill, Eric. Where’s Spot? New York: G. P. Put-
nam’s Sons, 2003.

• ———. What Do You See, Spot? London: Warne, 
2012.

• Marzollo, Jean. I Spy series. New York: 
Scholastic.

• Yamada, Kobi. What Do You Do with an Idea? 
Seattle: Compendium, 2014.

Music
Sing to the tune of “Praise Him, Praise Him.” Do an 
Internet search if you are not familiar with the tune. 
Alternately, you can sing a children’s song from your 
parish that the children might be more familiar with.

God is with us,
all you little children.
God is here, God is here.
God is with us,
all you little children.
God is here, God is here.

Jesus loves us,
all you little children.
Loves us so, loves us so.
Jesus loves us,
all you little children.
Loves us so, loves us so.
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Day 1 reproducible
“Make a Face
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